
How Marketing Destroyed The 
Soul of the Poppy Appeal Online

A Lament



Showing Support

I sign up around 
20th October to get 
me Poppy stuck on 
me 
@markinreading 
Twitter ID picture.

I assumed that it 
was from The Royal 
British Legion.

Turns out that it 
ƛǎƴΩǘΦ

LǘΩǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ōƭƻƪŜ 
called JoshuaKAL, 
but who cares. markinreading Before markinreading After



Five Tweets That Started It

And there I was, 
twittering away on 
29th October 2009 
when 
@PoppySupport 
starts promoting 
#poppytyranny.

Seems, unpleasant 
to me, and not like 
The Royal British 
Legion at all.

Turns out, that it 
ƛǎƴΩǘΦ



Then We All Got Confused



More Confusion The Day After
{ƻ LΩƳ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƴŦǳǎŜŘΦΦΦ

@PoppySupport is massive and 
links to 
www.poppy.org.uk/support-us/new-ways-to-support

@LondonPoppyis barely active 
and shows no web page in its 
profile

@PoppyLegion links to 
www.legionlive.org.ukin its 
profile

@ poppy_manis least-used and 
links to www.poppy.org.uk


